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Mr. Roger S. Goodell 
Commissioner 
National Football League 
280 Park Ave, 15th Floor 
New York, NY 10017 
 
Mr. Daniel M. Snyder 
Owner 
Washington Redskins 
21300 Redskins Park Drive 
Ashburn, VA 20147 
 

 
December 5, 2013 

 
Dear Mr. Goodell and Mr. Snyder,  
 
As faith leaders in our nation’s capital, we feel we must take a stand on an important moral issue 
at the forefront of local and national consciousness: the offensive and inappropriate name of 
Washington’s NFL team. 
 
The derogatory term “redskin” offends many Native Americans and others in this country. This 
word, defined in the dictionary as a slur, should not be publicly marketed and celebrated in 
America, which is built on the ideals of respect and inclusion. Words can cause great pain, even 
when there is no intention to offend or demean.  In many cases, words and their meanings also 
evolve over time; just because something was acceptable 80 years ago does not make it so 
today.  
 
Each of us, regardless of our religious tradition, gender, or the color of our skin, is created in the 
image of the Almighty.  We should all strive to treat one another with dignity, respect and 
compassion, just as we would like to be treated ourselves. 
 



 
D.C. political leaders, Members of Congress from both sides of the aisle, top sports figures, 
leading journalists and thinkers, and even the President of the United States have urged 
Washington’s football team to retire its offensive mascot.  
 
As representatives of our faith communities, we believe that this is a moral issue and we 
therefore have an obligation to step forward to join the Change the Mascot movement. 
 
We urge you to look within, and to consider the feelings of your fellow Americans who are hurt 
and offended by the continued use of this word.  We pray that you will end the use of 
Washington’s harmful NFL mascot, and instead help lead our country down a path of inclusion 
and mutual respect. 
 
cc: 
The Honorable Vincent Gray 
The Honorable Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton 
The Council of the District of Columbia 
 
Signatories: 
 
Rev. Dr. Ianther M. Mills 
Senior Pastor 
Asbury United Methodist Church 
Washington, DC  
www.asburyumcdc.org 
 
Rev. Myrtle Bowen, Pastor 
Galbraith AME Zion Church 
Washington, DC 
www.galbraithamez.org 
 
Rev. Leroy Gilbert 
Mt. Gilead Baptist Church 
Washington, DC   
www.mtgileaddc.org 
 
Mr. Chuck Hicks 
Faith Community Organizer 
Washington, DC 
 
 
 
 



Rev. Dr. Wallace Charles Smith 
Shiloh Baptist Church 
Washington, DC 
www.shilohbaptist.org 
 
Rev. Cathy Rion Starr 
Director of Social Justice Ministries 
All Souls Church - Unitarian 
Washington, DC   
www.all-souls.org 
 
Rev. Dr. Stephen Gentle, Senior Minister 
National City Christian Church 
Washington, DC   
www.nationalcitycc.org 
 
Rev. Thomas Knoll, Pastor 
First Trinity Lutheran Church 
Washington, DC  
www.firsttrinitydc.org 
 
Rev. Dwayne Johnson 
Senior Pastor 
Metropolitan Community Church of Washington, DC 
Washington, DC   
www.mccdc.com 
 
Rev. Adam Briddell 
Asbury United Methodist Church 
Washington, DC 
www.asburyumcdc.org 
 
Terry Lynch 
Executive Director 
The Downtown Cluster of Congregations 
Washington, DC 
www.downtowncluster.org 
 
 
 
 
 



The Rev. Frank G. Dunn, D. Min. 
Senior Priest 
St. Stephen and the Incarnation Episcopal Church 
Washington, DC 
www.saintstephensdc.org 
 
The Rev. Lane Davenport 
Rector 
Ascension & St. Agnes Episcopal Church 
Washington, DC 
www.ascensionandsaintagnes.org 
 
Imam Mahdi Bray 
National Director  
American Muslim Alliance 
Falls Church, VA 
www.amaweb.org 
 
Rev. Hank Fairman 
Little River United Church of Christ 
Vienna, VA 
www.lrucc.org 
 
Alex Vishio 
United Church of Christ 
Central Atlantic Conference Board of Directors 
Baltimore, MD 
www.cacucc.org 
 
Rev. Graylan Scott Hagler, Senior Minister 
Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ 
Washington, DC  
www.plymouth-ucc.org 
 
Rev. Carolyn Boyd-Clark 
Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ 
Washington, DC 
www.plymouth-ucc.org 
 
 
 
 
 



Dr. Carolyn N. Graham  
President/CEO 
The Elizabeth Ministry, Inc. 
Washington, DC 
www.theelizabethministry.org 
 
Maxine Maye 
President                                                                                                                                            
Downtown Cluster of Congregations 
Washington, DC 
www.downtowncluster.org 
 
Rev. Kendrick E Curry, PhD, MDiv 
Pastor, The Pennsylvania Ave Baptist Church 
Washington, DC 
www.pabc-dc.org 
 
Rev. Dr. Edwin L. Jones Sr. 
Senior Pastor 
The Living Faith Baptist Church 
Washington, DC 
 
Pastor Raymond C. Bell 
Senior Pastor 
Spirit of Love and Deliverance Baptist Church 
Prince Georges County, MD 
www.solad.org 
 
Muhammad Al-Hashimi, PhD 
Author, Educator, and International Political Economist representing  
The Madinah Group for the Study of First Nations  
Washington, DC 
 
Rev. Dr. John R. Deckenback 
Conference Minister 
United Church of Christ Central Atlantic Conference 
Baltimore, MD  
www.cacucc.org 
 
 
 
 
 



Rev. Patricia Fears 
Assistant Pastor 
Fellowship Baptist Church 
Washington, DC 
www.fellowshipbaptistchurchdc.org 
 
Rev. Marvin Owens, Jr. 
Senior Pastor 
Michigan Park Christian Church 
Washington, DC 
www.michiganparkcc.com 
 
Rev. Donald Robinson 
Assistant Pastor 
First Baptist Church 
Washington, DC 
www.1fbc.org 
 
Rev. Donald L. Isaac 
Executive Director 
East of the River Clergy Police Community Partnership 
Washington, DC   
www.ercpcp.org   
 
Alton B. Pollard, III, Ph.D. 
Dean 
Howard University School of Divinity 
Washington, DC 
www.divinity.howard.edu 
 
Rev. Derrick Harkins 
Senior Minister 
Nineteenth Street Baptist Church 
Washington, DC 
www.everyblessing.org 
 
Keith Silver 
President 
Washington DC Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
Washington, DC 
www.nationalsclc.org 
 
 



Rabbi Michael Lerner 
Editor, Tikkun Magazine 
San Francisco, CA 
www.tikkun.org 
 
The Rev. Robert M. Hardies 
Senior Minister 
All Souls Church, Unitarian 
Washington, DC  
www.all-souls.org 
 
Jeff Krehbiel, Pastor 
Church of the Pilgrims 
Washington, DC  
www.churchofthepilgrims.org 
 
The Rev. Randolph C. Charles, D.Min. 
Rector, The Church of the Epiphany 
Washington, DC  
www.EpiphanyDC.org 
 
William Aiken 
Soka Gakkai International-USA Buddhist Community 
Washington, DC 
www.sgi-usa.org 
 
Dr. Earl D. Trent Jr.  
Florida Ave Baptist Church  
Washington, DC  
www.flavbc.org 
 
The Rev. Luis Leon 
Pastor 
St. John’s Church 
Lafayette Square 
Washington, DC 
www.stjohns-dc.org 
 
Rev. Dr. Dennis Wiley, Co-Pastor 
Covenant Baptist UCC 
Washington, DC  
www.covenantdc.org 
 



Rev. Christine Wiley, Co-Pastor 
Covenant Baptist UCC 
Washington, DC  
www.covenantdc.org 
 
Rev. Dr. Donna M. Butts 
The Believe Center for Change, Inc. 
Takoma Park, MD 
 
The Rev. Lucy Brady 
Pastor for Children and Youth Ministry 
St. Paul's United Church of Christ  
Westminster, MD                                                                                                           
www.stpauls-ucc.org 
 
Rev. Sid Fowler                                                                                                                                          
Pastor, First Congregational United Church of Christ                                                                  
Washington, DC                                                                                                         
www.firstuccdc.org 
 
Rev. Gail D. McAfee 
National Treasurer 
Ministers for Racial, Social and Economic Justice – UCC 
www.ucc.org 
Shiloh United Church of Christ 
Fayetteville, NC 
 
Rev. Willie F. Wilson 
Senior Pastor 
Union Temple Baptist Church 
Washington, DC  
www.uniontemple.com 
 
Rev. Roger Gench 
Senior Pastor 
New York Avenue Presbyterian Church 
Washington, DC 
www.nyapc.org 
 
 
 
 
 



The Rev. Karen Brau 
Senior Pastor 
Luther Place Memorial Church 
Washington, DC 
www.lutherplace.org 
 
Rev. John W. Wimberly 
Pastor 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
Washington, D.C 
www.pcusa.org 
 
Dr. E. Gail Anderson Holness 
Senior Pastor 
Christ our Redeemer AME Church 
Washington, DC 
 
Dr. Jeremiah Wright 
Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference 
www.sdpconference.info 
 
Rev. Dr. Lora F. Hargrove  
Assistant Pastor/Executive Minister 
Mt. Calvary Baptist Church 
Rockville, MD 
www.mtcbc.org 
 
Rev. Diane Hugger 
Pastor 
St. John CME Church 
Washington, DC 
www.stjohnmecdc.org 
 
Rev. Miriam Suggs 
Pastor 
Franklin P. Nash United Methodist Church 
Washington, DC 
www.umc.org 
 
 
 
 
 



Rev. Carmella Jones 
Associate Minister 
University Baptist Church 
College Park, MD 
www.weareubc.org 
 
Minister Josie Hoover 
Westphalia United Methodist Church 
Upper Marlboro, MD 
www.westphaliaum.org 
 
Rev. Sue Harris 
Associate Minister 
New Bethel Baptist Church 
Washington, DC 
www.nbbc-dc.org 
 
Rev. Joyce McPhail 
Associate Minister 
Berean Baptist Church 
Washington, DC 
 
Rev. Veronica Graves 
Associate Minister 
Union Wesley AME Zion 
Washington, DC 
www.unionwesleyamez.org 
 
Rev. Marjani Dele 
Minister of Missions 
Plymouth Congregational United Church of Church 
Washington, DC 
www.plymouth-ucc.org 
 
Minister Bonnie Burnett  
Fellowship Baptist Church 
Washington, DC 
www.fellowshipbaptistchurchdc.org 
 
 
 
 
 


